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By Terrl Mrosko

, Accelerated programs are becommg ever
more popular at colleges across the region.
A “fast track” program allows students to
move more quickly through what was once a

" traditional course that ook months, years, or

longer to complete. g gets people trained and

into the workforce, filling in-demand posrtrons

that local employers find challengrng to flll due :

. tothe lack of quallfred candidates. -

The drtfrcult economic climate of the past few.

years and the ever-evolving job market have:
made it necessary for many people to speed

up therr educatron in order to earnthe now-es-
7 sential: bachelor s degree to remain competl- .
- tive. One reason for this is that .employers have.

set the bar high, said Anne L. Lukas, execitive
director of the Ursulrne Coliege Accelerated
~Program. -

“What was once ajob that was fllled by an

‘colleges new to northeastern Ohio have rushed
~ - tofill the need with a fast track optron tor these
¢ students”

Ursuline College started adoptrng acceler-

~able in the classroom, onfine or througha

L comblnatron of both, which is called a hybnd: j' “
~course. The accelerated programs are offered -

inthe evening and on Saturdays which often
. means that discounted turtron is avallable as’
: well Lukas pointed out. -

_ Accelerated programs take adultand non< ;
traditional students into account, allowing busy
people to more easily balance home, work and

o educatronal needs; Lukas: said adult students
“ often'say that they perform best when takrng
- one course at a time for five weeks.

“"age student of a fast-track programat THC

‘ f dislocated from a previous careerthatno

* vanéed manufacturmg, health care, computers
‘employee with & high school diplomanowre- -
“ quires'a’baccalaureste degree. Recent reports
indicate that only 25 percent of adults i in Ohio -
have earned such a'degree,” she said. “Many

‘programs include the state-tested nursrng as-
sistant-STNA, patrent access specialist; patrent
 care technician, precision machining, and CNC ' 4et e
; {{trarnrng The programs run from seven 10 nme
- weeks and are offered in halt day orfull-day

- sessions. The evemng courses run from 14 to :
k ;‘1 6 weeks
ated | programmrng several years back and now:[
oflers optrons for 11 majors Courses are avall- it '.

Fast track your wav to

. f ,study are oﬁered as ( ertrfrcate courses for an
‘even speedrer education- t0-work ¢
- Students then have the optron o pursue a

Cuyahoga Community College oﬁers several

4 :’tast track options through its Workforce and
‘Economic Development Division. The Division

helps. to retrain dislocated workers so that they
~bachelor’s. and master S degree srmulta- :

-neously, : o l
- What you need to knew ‘efore enroll-
o ;mg =

can re-enter the workforce quickly. The aver-

needs to learn skills as quickly as he/she can,
as these individuals often have fmancral re-

: sponsrbrlrtres to meet at home.

“Alarge percentage\of these workers are

longer exists,” said Shelly Dooley, marketrng

: ;manager for Tn C’s Workforce Solutrons Divi-
-sion, “They need to retrarn asanew way to.
makea lrvrng 2 o :

‘, [Popular fast-track pregrams

Tii-C offers accelerated programs in ad-

and alternative energy. ‘Some of thes ,tralnrng ‘

.. backto college because they were concerned

: about successfully balancmg all of thosere-
- sponsibilities. Some come to us drrectly from

- colleges where they received little stude;

_port or worked with faculty who were too b .

~ fopay attention to them. They have often en— :

o ‘dured IoWer educatlonal standards "lukas

acareer

bachelor’s degree after frrst attarnmg the certrfr- :
cate. .

~ Other optrons rnclude brrdge courses whrch‘ 7
are selected courses that count toward both a

Students should be cautrous when choosrngf

e acollege for a fast-track program ‘advised Lu-
- kas. Make sure the college you choos ffers L
~ strong support, especially if you ar
“the demands of job, famrly and education.

“Students tell us that they hesrtated togo




